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With thefdl of communism in the former Soviet Union, Eastern and Western intellectuds have
rediscovered the important palitical, theologica, and aesthetic works of Russia s“Silver Age.” Focus has
been given to such Russian thinkers as Nikolas Berdiaev and Pavel Florensky. However, very few writers
outside of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Russian academy have paid attention to the thought of Fr.
Sargii Bulgakov, who was a convert from Marxism to Orthodox Christianity. Most of hiswork has been
inaccessible to mogt of the West due to the lack of trandations. Recently, Paul Valiere and Rowan Williams
have written works on the theologica thought of Bulgakov, and a portion of his magnum opus, The Lamb of
God, has been trandated into English. In addition, Rowan Williams and Catherine Evtuhov have recently
trandaed some of his politica and economic thought into English, making it accessble to Western readers.
However, no one has critically evaluated his politica and economic work.

Because Bulgakov was atrained economist and theologian, his work has relevance today for
Chrigtian reflection on politica economy. Bulgakov, who vehemently rgected Marxist economic materiadism,
provides an additiond critique to laissez faire capitalism. For Bulgakov both Marxist socidism and laissez
faire cgpitalism destroy the human spirit with their emphasis on economic materialism. Chrigtianity provides a
correction to such materialism by emphasizing freedom of the spirit. For Bulgakov such freedom can only
properly be exercised within a socid environment. This leads Bulgakov to develop a Chrigtian socidism
where human respongbility is emphasized over the rights of the individud. In Bulgakov' s thought the
individua is not denied nor destroyed, but rather given freedom to exercise the Chrigtian responsibility of
love of the neighbor.

In the paper, we will provide asynopsis of Bulgakov's thought on palitical economy, touching on his
move from Marxism to Orthodox Chrigtianity, which provides abassfor hislater thought. Both the influence
of Savophilism and the thought of Vladimir Soloviev will be highlighted. In addition, his thought will be
brought into conversation with neo-consarvatives and Rawlsan liberdism. It is our contention that
Bulgakov’' swork can provide a Chrigtian dternative to the individuadism of both classica and modern
liberdlism supported by modern Chrigtians in the West. Furthermore, Bulgakov may provide the economic
theory necessary for Russia to escape the economic morass in which it finds itsdlf today.
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