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1. THE church is the temple of God, a holy place, a house of
prayer, the assembly of the people, the body of Christ. It is
called the bride of Christ. It is cleansed by the water of His
baptism, sprinkled by His blood, clothed in bridal garments, and
sealed with the ointment of the Holy Spirit, according to the
prophetic saying: “Your name is oil poured out” (Cant 1:3), and
“We run after the fragrance of your myrrh” (Cant 1:4), which is1
“Like the precious oil, running down upon the beard, the beard
of Aaron” (Ps 132:2 LXX).
The church is an earthly heaven in which the super-celestial God
dwells and walks about. It represents the crucifixion, burial, and
resurrection of Christ: it is glorified more than the tabernacle of
the witness of Moses, in which are the mercy-seat and the Holy
of Holies. It is prefigured in the patriarchs, foretold by the
prophets, founded in the apostles, adorned by the hierarchs, and
fulfilled in the martyrs.
2. THE simandron represents the trumpets of the angels and calls
the contestants to battle against the invisible enemies.
3. THE apse corresponds to the cave in Bethlehem where Christ
was born, as well as the cave in which he was buried, as the
evangelist Mark says: “There was a cave hewn out of rock; there
they placed Jesus” (cf Mk 15:46).”
4. THE holy table corresponds to the spot in the tomb where
Christ was placed. On it lies the true and heavenly bread, the
mystical and unbloody sacrifice. Christ sacrifices His flesh and
blood and offers it to the faithful as food for eternal life.
The holy table is also the throne of God, on which, borne by the
Cherubim, He rested in the body. At that table, at His mystical
supper, Christ sat among His disciples and, taking bread and
wine, said to His disciples and apostles: “Take, eat, and drink of
it: this is my body and my blood” (cf Mt 26:26-28). This table was
pre-figured by the table of the Old Law upon which the manna,
which was Christ, descended from heaven.
5. THE ciborium’ represents here the place where Christ was
crucified; for the place where He was buried was nearby and
raised on a base. It is placed in the church in order to represent
concisely the crucifixion, burial, and resurrection of Christ.
It similarly corresponds to the ark of the covenant of the Lord in
which, it is written, is His Holy of Holies and His holy place.
Next to it God commanded that two wrought Cherubim be
placed on either side (cf Ex 25:18) —for KIB is the ark, and
OURIN is the effulgence, or the light, of God.
6. THE altar corresponds to the holy tomb of Christ. On it Christ
brought Himself as a sacrifice to [His] God and Father through
the offering of His body as a sacrificial lamb, and as highpriest
and Son of Man, offering and being offered as a mystical
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bloodless sacrifice, and appointing for the faithful reasonable
worship, through which we have become sharers in eternal and
immortal life. This lamb Moses prefigured in Egypt “towards
evening” when its blood turned back the destroyer so that he
would not kill the people (cf Ex 12:7-13). The expression “towards
evening” signifies that towards evening the true lamb is
sacrificed, the One who takes away the sin of the world on his
cross, “For Christ, our Pascha, has been sacrificed for us” (cf1
Cor 5:7).

The altar is and is called the heavenly and spiritual altar, where
the earthly and material priests who always assist and serve the
Lord represent the spiritual, serving, and hierarchical powers of
the immaterial and celestial Powers, for they also must be as a
burning fire. For the Son of God and Judge of all ordained the
laws and established the services of both the heavenly and the
earthly (powers).”

7. THE bema is a concave place, a throne on which Christ, the
king of all, presides with His apostles, as He says to them: “You
shall sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel” (Mt 19:28).
It points to the second coming, when He will come sitting on the
throne of glory to judge the world, as the prophet says: “Thrones
were set for judgment over the house of David” (Ps 121:5).

8. THE entablature’ is the legal and holy decoration, representing
a depiction of the crucified Christ by means of a decorated cross.
9. THE chancel barriers indicate the place of prayer: the outside
is for the people, and the inside, the Holy of Holies, is accessible
only to the priests. The barriers, made of bronze, are like those
around the Holy Sepulchre,’ so that no one might enter there by
accident.

10. THE ambo’ manifests the shape of the stone at the Holy
Sepulchre [on which the angel sat after he rolled it away from
the doors of the tomb,] proclaiming the resurrection of the Lord
to the myrrhbearing women (cf Mt 28:2-7). This is according to the
words of the prophet, [“On a bare hill raise a signal” (Is 13:2)]
“Climb, 0 herald of good tidings, lift up your voice with
strength” (Is 40:9). For the ambo is a mountain situated in a flat
and level place.

11. PRAYING toward the East is handed down by the holy
apostles, as is everything else. This is because the
comprehensible sun of righteousness, Christ our God, appeared
on earth in those regions of the East where the perceptible sun
rises, as the prophet says: “Orient is his name” (Zech 6:12); and
“Bow before the Lord, all the earth, who ascended to the heaven
of heavens in the East” (cf Ps 67:34); and “Let us prostrate
ourselves in the place where His feet stood” (cf Ps 67:34); and
again, “The feet of the Lord shall stand upon the Mount of
Olives in the East” (Zech 14:4). The prophets also speak thus
because of our fervent hope of receiving again the paradise in
Eden, as well as the dawn of the brightness of the second coming
of Christ our God, from the East

12. WE do not kneel on Sunday as a sign that our fall has been
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corrected through the resurrection of Christ on the third day.

13. WE do not kneel until Pentecost because we observe the
seven days after Easter seven-fold; seven times seven is forty-
nine, and Sunday makes fifty.

The double crown inscribed on the head of the priest through
tonsure represents the precious head of the chief-apostle Peter.
When he was sent out in the teaching and preaching of the Lord,
his head was shaved by those who did not believe his word, as if
in mockery. The Teacher Christ blessed this head, changed
dishonor into honor, ridicule into praise. He placed on it a crown
made not of precious stones, but one which shines more than
gold, topaz, or precious stone—with the stone and rock of faith.
Peter, the most-holy, the summit, beauty, and crown of the
twelve stones, which are the apostles, is the hierarch of Christ.
14. THE priestly stole is the robe of Aaron, which served to
cover him down to his feet. It was fiery in appearance, as the
prophet says: “Who makes the winds your messengers and
flames of fire your servants” (Ps 103:4); and again, “Who is this
coming from Edom”—for Edom means earthly, chosen, and
crimson—and then the prophet adds: “In crimsoned garments
from Bozrah?” (Is 63:1a). “Why is your clothing all red, like the
garments of one who treads grapes in the vat?” (Is 63:2). By this
the prophet indicates the stole of the flesh of Christ dyed by His
undefiled blood on the cross. Or, again, since Christ wore a
crimson cloak at His passion, it indicates that the high priests are
servants of such a High Priest.

15. THE fact that priests walk about in unbelted phelonia points
out that even Christ thus went to the crucifixion carrying His
Cross.

16. IN the celestial brightness of the heavenly ministers and
priests, there are twenty-four presbyters and seven deacons. The
presbyters resemble the seraphic powers, covered, as if by
wings, with stoles. With two wings, that is, their lips, they
proclaim hymns; and they hold the divine and spiritual burning
coal, Christ, on the altar with the tongs of their hands. The
deacons, images of the angelic powers, go around with the thin
wings of linen oraria as ministering spirits sent out for service.
17. THE embroidery on the arms of their robe shows the bonds
of Christ: it is said that they bound Him and led Him to
Caiaphas, the high priest, and to Pilate. The embroidery on the
sides of their robe shows the blood which flowed for the side of
Christ.

18. THE epitrachilion is the cloth which was put on Christ at the
hands of the high priest, and which was on His neck as He was
bound and dragged to His passion.

19. THE omophorion is like the stole of Aaron, which the priests
of the (Old) Law wore, placing long cloths on their left
shoulders. [The omophorion of the bishop is made of wool and
not linen, for it represents the lost sheep which the Lord found
and put upon His own shoulder.]’°

THE monastic schema is in imitation of the desert-dweller and
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Baptist John, whose cloak was of camel hair and the girdle about
whose loins was of leather. This is also because of the grave,
severe, sorrowful, suffering, humble, and poor way of life of
those who enter upon the monastic way. For they all go into
mourning and are dressed in black, expecting to receive the
white, divine robe of glory and joy in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The total tonsuring of the head is in imitation of the holy Apostle
James, brother of the Lord, and of the Apostle Paul, and of the
rest.

The mantles are in the likeness of the mantles worn by the divine
apostles.

The cowl is in accordance with the words of the apostle: “The
world is crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal 6:14). The
purple and white embroidery and crosses which decorate it
represent the blood and water flowing from the side of Christ,
and the loosely unfolding mantle recalls the winged angels. Thus
the schema is called angelic.

The scapular signifies him who takes up the cross and who,
adorned with faith, is strengthened, wearing the shield of faith so
as to be able to quench all the darts of the evil one and to accept
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit, which is the
word of God (cf Ep 6:16-17).

The belt signifies that he wears the mortification of the body and
chastity, having girded his loins with the power of truth.

And the sandals show his entering into the way of salvation so
that he might become awe-some to his adversaries and invincible
to his enemies, and his feet are bound in preparation for the
gospel of peace.

20. THE bread of offering, that is to say, which is purified,
signifies the superabundant riches of the goodness of our God,
because the Son of God became man and gave Himself as an
offering and oblation in ransom and atonement for the life and
salvation of the world. He assumed the entirety of human nature,
except for sin. He offered Himself as first-fruits and chosen
whole burnt-offering to the God and Father on behalf of the
human race, as is written: “I am the bread which came down
from heaven,” and “He who eats this bread will live for ever” (In
6:51). About this the Prophet Jeremiah says: “Come, let us place
a stake in his bread” (11:19 LXX), pointing to the wood of the
cross nailed to His body.

21. THE piece which is cut out with the lance signifies that “Like
a sheep he is led to the slaughter, and like a lamb that before its
shearers is dumb” (cfIs 54:7).

22. THE wine and the water are the blood and the water which
came out from His side, as the prophet says: “Bread will be
given him, and water to drink™ (cfIs 33:16). For this lance
corresponds to the lance which pierced Christ on the cross.

The bread and the chalice are really and truly the memorial of
the mystical supper at which Christ, having taken the bread and
wine, said: “Take, eat, and drink, all of you, this is my body and
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oToANV Tfig ddENG TE KAl TTAPAKANCEWS TAG €V XPIoTR)
'Incol 10 Kupiw AEGvV.

To &¢ keipeaBal THV KApav OAOTEADG KATA TRV Wipnoiv 1ol
ayiou ammoaTtéAou lakwBou- Tol ddeApobiou Kai MauAou
10U ATTOGTOAOU Kai TGV AOITTQV.

Ta &¢ Avapolaid gior katd T avaBoAaia drrep épdpouv
iuamia oi B€iol ardéaToAo!I.

Ta KoukoUAAIa kata TOv Aéyovta amréaTolov O
«€0TAUPWTAI oI O KOOHOG KAYW TG KOOUW» - O’ 6 Kai
TTOPPUPOIG Kai AEUKOIG Awpiolg Kai oTaupiolg KekdaunTal
Bt 1O putv £k T TTAEUpdc Tol Kupiou aia kai i3wp
opoU, éugaivovTa dia Tig To0 pavTiou dtroAeAupévng
ATTAWOEWG TNV TITEPWTIKAV TAG TV AYYEAWV PINACEWG:
Ka®’ 611 AyyeAikOv oxijua AéyeTal.

O ... AVAAaBOG ... dNAOT ... TOV AvaAaBovTa TOV aTaupoy,
Kai Tf] THOTEl KEKOOUNUEVOV EVIOKUETOAI TTEPIGEPOVTA
«TOV BUPEDV TAG TTHIOTEWG &V () BUVACETAI TTAVTA T& BEAN
T TTETTUPpWHEVA ToU TTovNpoU oféoal, Kai THv
mepikepalaiav Tol cwTnpiou 8¢§acBal kai TAV paxaipav
100 Mvedpatog 6 £€0TI piijpa Ocol»

To 8¢ CwvvuoBai TV vékpwalv Tol owpaTtog dnAoi 1ol
TV CWEPOCUVNV TIEPIPEPOVTOG, TTEPIE(WTOal THV OPUV
aUToU dUvaulv GAndeiag.

To ¢ Toig Zavdahiolg émBaivelv auTov Tf 63K Tig
owTnpiag dnAoT 10 OTTWG yévnTal YoREPOG TOIG
UTrevavTiolg Kai avAAwTOG TOTG TTOAEMIOIG «UTTOSESEUEVOG
TOUG TOd0aG auTol £V EToIMaaia Tod euayyeAiou Tig
eipnvne».

(20.) 'O GpTog TG TTPOBETEWG, flyouv O
ATTOKOBAIPOPEVOG, Epgaivel TOV UTrepBaAAovTa TTAOTTOV
TAG XpPNoTOTNTOG aUTOU TOoU @0l AUV 6T O Yidg Tol
O¢e0l GvBpwTTOG Yéyove, Kai €auTov TTpolBnke Buaoiav Kai
TIPOCPOPAYV €ig AVTIAUTPOV Kai éiAaopa uTrEp TG TOU
KOOUoU {wiig Kai owTnpiag: avoAaBwy WEV TO @UpAua
OAov Tiig avBpwTTivng QUOEWS XWpPIG GuapTiag,
TpooevexDeiG OE WG ATTapxn Kai £EaipeTov OAOKAPTIWUA
10 O Kai Martpi UTEP To0 AvBpWTTEIOU PUPANATOS WG
AéyeTalr «Eyw €ipi 6 dpTog 6 ék 100 oUpavol KaTaBagy»
Kai- «6 Tpwywyv TolToV TOV dpToV {AOETAI €ig TOV QidVa»
Ev.Jo.- Tepi o0 Aéyel & TTpo@rTng lepepiag: «SedTe Kai
EuBAAwpEevV EUAoV €ig TOV GpTov aUTol» dEIKVUG TO EUAOV
100 OTAUPOU T CWHATI EUTTAYEV.

(21.) To ¢ év 1] AOyxn atTokeipeaBal onuaivel 16 «wg
TpdRarov £ oeaynv fxON Kai wg auvog évavtiov 1ol
Keipavtog auTov GPwvog»

(22.) 'O ¢ oivog kai 76 UBwp [0Ti TO EEEABOV &K Thg
TAEUp8S auTol aipa Kai Udwp, KABWG] 6 TTPOPATNG Aéyel-
«@pTog dobroeTal aUT Kai UdwpP auTol TTOTOVY AvTi Yap
TAG AOYXNG TAG KEVINTAONG TOV XpIOTOV €V TQ) OTAUP(,
¢oTi kai alTtn n Adyxn.

‘O "ApT0G &€ Kai TO TTOTAPIOV KUPIWG Kai AANBGGg, KaTd
pipnoiv o0 yuoTikol Seitvou, év () 6 XpIoTdg EAaBey TOV
dpTov Kai oivov Kai £1TTe: «AGBETE, PAYETE Kai TTETE
TTAVTEG: TOUTS £0TI TO GOUA POU Kail TO dija» - SEIKVUG BTI
KoIVwvoUg Nudg émmoinoe kai Tod BavaTtou Kai Tig



blood.” This shows that He made us communicants of His death,
His resurrection, and His glory.

Thus the priest takes the oblation, which is in a basket, from the
deacon or the subdeacon. He takes the lance, cleanses it, then
cutting the oblation in the form of a cross he says: “As a sheep
led to the slaughter and as a lamb before its shearers is silent.”
Having said this, he places the oblation on the holy discos,
points over it, saying: “He does not open His mouth: in His
humility His judgment was taken away. Who will recount His
generation? For His life is taken up from the earth.” Having said
these things, he takes the holy chalice and the deacon pours wine
and water into it. Then the deacon says: “Blood and water
poured from His side, and he who saw it has borne witness, and
his witness is true.” After this, he places the holy chalice on the
divine table and, pointing at the bread, the sacrified lamb, and
the wine, the blood poured out, says: “There are three who bear
witness: the Spirit, the water, and the blood, and the three are
one,” (I In 5:8) now and ever and for the ages.

Then he takes the censer, adds incense, and says the prayer of
the offering.

23. THE antiphons of the liturgy are the prophecies of the
prophets, foretelling the coming of the Son of God, proclaiming:
“Our God has appeared upon earth and dwelt among men” (Bar
3:38) and “He is clothed in majesty” (Ps 92:1). The prophets are
indicating His incarnation, of course, which we proclaim, having
accepted and comprehended it through the ministers and eye-
witnesses of the Word, who understood it.

24. THE entrance of the Gospel signifies the coming of the Son
of God and His entrance into this world, as the apostle says:
“When He,” that is the God and Father, “brings the first-born
into the world, He says: "Let all God’s angels worship him’ * (Hb
1:6). Then the bishop, by his stole, manifests the red and bloody
stole of the flesh of Christ. The immaterial One and God wore
this stole, as porphyry decorated by the undefiled blood of the
virgin Theotokos. The good shepherd took the lost sheep upon
his shoulders: he is wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed not
in a manger of irrational (animals), but on the rational table of
rational men. The hosts of angels hymn him, saying: “Glory to
God in the highest and peace on earth, good will to men” (Lk
2:14); and “Let all the earth worship Him” (Ps 65:4); and, heard by
all: “Come let us worship and fall down before him: save us, O
Son of God” (cf Ps 94:6). And we proclaim the coming which was
revealed to us in the grace of Jesus Christ.

25. THE “Holy, holy, holy” [Trisagion] hymn is (sung) thus:
there the angels say “Glory to God in the highest”; here, like the
Magi, we bring gifts to Christ—tfaith, hope, and love like gold,
frankincense, and myrrh—and like the bodiless hosts we cry in
faith: “Holy God,” that is the Father; “Holy Mighty,” that is the
Son and Word, for He has bound the mighty devil and made him
who had dominion over death powerless through the cross and
He has given us life by trampling on him; “Holy Immortal,” that
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AvooTaoEws auTol Kai dAENnG.

AI6 kai dexdpEVOG O igpeUg év Kaviokiw TTapd Siakdvou i
Utrodiakdvou TV TTpoa@opav, AaBwv Te THV Adyxnv Kai
&mokabdpag alTAv, £ITa OTAUPOEISKIG XAPAEAS AUTAY
Aéyelr «wg TTpoRaTov £ o@aynv AxOn Kai wg auvog
évavTiov 100 Keipavtog auTov dewvogy, TolTo eV
AoITrov Beig TRV auTiv TTPoc@opav v TQ) Ayiw diokw
SakTUAOSEIKTWG £TTAVW aUTAG PNoiv oUTwG: «oUTWG 0UK
avoiyel T0 aTéPa auTod, év Th Tamevwoel alTod R KPIoIg
aUToU APON, TRV &¢ yevedv auTol Tig dinyrioeTal; 6T
aipeTai amo g YAG 1 {wn autol». ATl HETA TO €iTTEV
Ta0Ta AaBwv 10 Gylov TToTrpIoV, Kai ToU Slakovou
ETTIXEOVTOG TTAAIV €IG aUTO TOV Oivov Kai 16 Udwp, TTEAIV
Aéyel & BiaKovog: «EEANBEV €k TAG TTAEUp8S alTod dipa Kai
UBwp Kai 6 Ewpakwg HePapTUpnKe Kai GANBIVH €TTIV I
papTupia autod». Kai petd tadTa B¢ig 10 dylov TroTripiov
év T} Ocia TpaTTédN SAKTUAOBEIKTIKOG TE TIPOTEXWV TR
a@ayIooBEvTI AuvQ dia ToU GpTou, Kai KEVWOEVTI aiuaTi
81 100 oivou, TTAAIv Aéyer 6T «Tpeig eioiv oi
HapTupodvTeg, TO Trvedua kai 10 Udwp Kai TO aiya, Kai oi
TPETG €ig 10 €v €ioivy» - vOV Kai Gei kai €ig TOUG aiivag.

Eita AaBv 16 BupiaTripiov Kai BupIGoag Trolel eUXAV TAg
TTPOBECEWG.

(23.) Ta Avtiowva Tig Aeitoupyiag €ioi TGV TpoenTQV ai
TIPOPPNOEIG TTpoKaTayyéANouoal TRV Trapouaiav 1ol Yiol
100 @€00, BowVTWV: «O Oedg UMV £ TAG YIS WEON Kai
TOIG AVOPWTTOIG TUVAVESTPAPN» - KOl «EUTTPETTEIOV
évedUoatox» fyouv TRV odpkwaolv altold dnAolvTeg, v
NUEIG dTrodegapevol Kai paBovTeg did TV UTTNPETMV Kai
aUTOTIT®V ToU AdYoU yevopévwy SiaTdépwyv TalTnV
AVOKNPUTTOMEV.

(24.) H €icodog 100 evayyehiou éugaivel TV TTapousiov
kai v €icodov 1ol Yiol 100 Oe0l €ig TOV kKdoWov TolToV,
KOBWG @noiv 6 améoTohog: «OTav €igdyel, fHyouv 6 Oeog
Kai Matrp, TOV TTPWTOTOKOV €I TNV 0IKOUPEVNV Aéyel- Kai
TIPOOKUVNOATWoav auT®) TTavTeg oi GyyeAol auTol»
“Emeita deikvivtog 1ol dpxiepéwg S1a TAG OTOARG auTol
TV TAG oapkog To0 XpioTold oToARV TRV €pubpav Kai
aigaTtwdn, fv épopeaev 6 GUAOG Kai @edg, wg TTopeUpav
Bageioav €€ axpaviwy aipaTwy Tig BE0TOKOU Kali
TapBévou- kai EAafe TO TTAavNBEV TTPORATOV O TTOIUNV O
KaAOG €T TGOV WPWV auTtod, év oTrapydvolg eikndeig kai
TEOEIC- OUK EOTI €V QATVN TWOV AAOYWV AAN €v TpaTTédn
Aoyiki] avBpwTwyv Aoyik@Wv: Ov Uuvnoav ayyéAwv
oTpartiai Aéyouoalr «d8&a v UYioTolg Oe® Kai £TT1 YiG
eiprvn év avBpwtroig eudokiax» - kai «Trdoa r yi
TpookKuvNodaTwaav aut®» - Kai Taviwv
AvOUTTaKOUOVTWY «BelTE TTPOOKUVACWEY Kali
TpoOoTTéoWUEV: oWaov NUAg Yie ©col» - Kai KNPUTTOUEV
TNV TTapouaciav avepwOeioav Niv €v xapit Incod
XpioTod.

(25.) O tpioayiog Guvog €oTiv oUTwG: €KET MEV Gyyeol
eimov- «36&a év UyiaToig Oe»- éviaiba 5& GG oi udyol
T0 OQWPA RUEIG TIPOCPEPOVTESG T XPIOTW, TTATIV, EATTIOA,
aydaTnyv, wg Xpuoov Kai Aiavov kai optpvay, TV
AopaTWY 1O AoUa TOTGHG BoWVTEG: dylog 6 Oedg fTol O
TaTp: Gylog ioxupadg, 6 Yiog kai Adyog, S10TI TOV ioxupov
d16Bolov deopeloag KaTipynoe dia aTaupod, TO KPATOG
gxovta 100 Bavdartou, kai TV {wnv PGV EdwKE ToU TTaTeV
Emavw auTod- Gylog aBdvarog, 10 Ayiov Mvelua 10
{wortrololv, &' ol Taoa KTiolg {woTrolgiTal kai Bod-
éNénoov Nuag.



is the Holy Spirit, the giver of life, through whom all creation is
made alive and cries out “Have mercy on us.”

Then one of the psalmists on the ambo, facing the altar, about to
say the “Glory” after the triple repetition of the Trisagion, says:
“Bless master, the "Glory,” “ in the plural; or, in the singular:
“Bless , master, the *Glory.” “ The use of the singular represents
the tri-hypostatic divine unity, as the whole church prays to be
blessed by it insofar as it is possible for it, being human, to be
counted worthy to sing the Cherubicon and the Trisagion, along
with the in-corporeal, divine powers, to the Holy Trinity itself.
When he says “Bless” in the plural, he signifies the three
hypostases, of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and when he
adds “Master,” he expresses the one nature of the divinity.

26. THE ascent of the bishop to the throne and his blessing the
people signifies that the Son of God, having completed the
economy of salvation, raised his hands and blessed His holy
disciples, saying to them: “Peace I leave with you” (Jn 14:27).
This shows that Christ gave the same peace and blessing to the
world through His disciples.

And the “And with your spirit” by which the people respond
signifies that You conferred peace, O Lord, which is mutual
concord: You gave us peace which is for indivisible union with
You, so that being at peace through Your Spirit, whom You gave
us at the beginning of [ Your] creation, we might become
inseparable from Your love.11

27. THE sitting represents the time when the Son of God raised
His body [which He wore] and the sheep which He put upon His
shoulder—that is the nature of Adam, which is represented by
the omophorion—above any beginning, power, or authority of
the higher powers, and brought it to His God and Father. [And
because the One deifies, and the other is deified, that is the
assumed humanity, because of the holiness of the offerer and the
purity of the offered], God the Father Himself received it as a
sacrifice and as an acceptable offering on behalf of the human
race. About the Son it is said: [“The Lord says to my Lord,” that
is the Father to the Son], “Sit at my right hand” (Ps 109:1), and He
sat on the right hand of the throne of majesty in the highest
heaven. [This is Jesus the Nazarene, high priest of the good
things to come.]

28. THE prokeimenon again indicates the revelation and
prophecy of the prophets about the coming of Christ. Like
soldiers they run ahead and shout: “You who sit upon the
Cherubim, appear and come to save us” [and “God sits upon His
holy throne”].

The apostle, eyewitness and minister of Christ, proclaiming the
Kingdom of Christ, exclaims, saying: “Christ appeared as a high
priest of the good things to come” (Hb 9:11). “Having a great high
priest who has passed through the heavens, let us hold fast in
professing him.” With Paul, John the Baptist also exclaims: “He
who comes after me is "the lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world!” (Jn 1:29) He sanctified us in the (Holy) Spirit and
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To ékpwvAoal Eva TOV YaAT@Y €k To0 duBwvog
TPooéxovTa T BuoIaoTNPiw £V T PEANEIV DOEALEIV pETO
TOV TPITTAACIOONOV ToU Tpioayiou Kai Aéyelv: «EUAoyrioaTe
Kdpi 10 Adgax», TANBUVTIKQG, i «EUASdynaov Kipl 10
AOLa», EVIKWG, TO PEV (TTANBUVTIKG) onpaivel THV
TpIoUTTOaTATOV [iav BedTnTa Sé0Bal WG €K TTAONG TG
ékkAnoiag eUAoynBival TTap’ alTig (kat’ agiav) ka®’ doov
EQIKTOV aUTf avBpwTTw olion katagiwbival ouv Taig
AoWHATOIG Bgialg dUVANETIV TOV XEPOURIKOV Kail TPICAYIOV
Upvov auTfj Tf ayia Tpidd! avapéAtev: kai yap dia 1ol
eitreiv alTOV «€UAOYAOOTEY * TAG TPEIG UTTOOTATEIG.
Matpdg, Yiod kai Ayiou Mvelpatog £dnAwaoev, dia &¢ ToU
mpoaBeival 1o «Kipi» TV piav @uaoiv Tiig Be6TNTOG
ETpavwoev. (

(26.) TO AveABElV év T() TUVBPOVW TOV APXIEPET KOl
appayioal Tov Aadv, £aTiv 0 Yiog Tol @0l 6Te ETTARpwOoE
TNV oikovopiav, éTTapag Tag XEIpag autol eUAGYNOE TOUG
ayioug aUToU pOBNTAG Aéywv aUTOIG «EiprvnV aginui
Upiv» Ev.Jo. deikvOwyv OTI THV aUThV gipnvnv kai elAoyiav
EOWKE TW KOTPW O XPIoTOG did TWV ATTOCTOAWYV auTol.

To 6¢ «kai T TTvelpaTi cou» Trapd 100 Aaol
atrokpivéuevov TodTto dnhoi 6TI, giprivnv Pév TTOPEOXEG,
Kupig, TV év aAAAAoIg dudvolav, giprivny 8¢ 80g Aiv THv
TPOG o€ adiaipeTov Evwaolv: va TG TveUpati cou
eipnvetovTeg O Niv év dpxi TAg dnuioupyiag [oou]
£vEBNKag, axWwpIoTol TAG ONG AYATING TUYXAVWEV.

(27.) To ¢ kabioal éaTiv OT€ 0 Yiog T0U Oeol TV odpka
[Av £é@Ad]peac kai TO TTpoRaTov O AvEAABEV ETTI TWV WUWV,
Omep onpaivel 10 wuoedpiov 6 €Tl TO ddapidiov eUpaua
aveBiBaoev auTrv Utrepavw TTdong apxig Kai €éouaiag
Kai Kupi6TNTOG TWV Avw SUVANEWY, Kai TTPOCTyayeV
autnv 10 Oe® kai Matpi. [ETeidn yap 6 yev é0éwote, 0 O¢
¢0€WON, TOUTEDTI TO TTPOGANPUA O BId TV agiav Tol
TTPOCEVEYKAVTOG Kai THV KaBapoTnTta 100
TpooeveXBEVTOG], £DEEaTO auTd 6 Oedg Kai MaTtnp wg
Buaiav kai TTpoaggopav eudpeaTov UTTEP ToU AvBpwTTEioU
yévoug, TTpdg dv Kai eimev- «[eimmev & Kupiog 16 Kupiw
pou, fitol 6 Matnp pPog ToV Yidv], «kdBou Ek deCItV
pou» , 6¢ Kai ékaBioev £v BegId ToU Bpdvou TG
peyaAwaoGvng év Toig UynAoig. [OUTog éoTiv 'Incolc 6
Nadwpaiog 6 apxiepels TV peAASVTWY dyabiv].

(28.) To Trpokeipevov punvuael TTAAIV TAV TV TTPo@NTAOV
ékpavTopiav kai TTpoprvuaiv Tig 1ol XpioTol TTapouaciag:
WG OTPATIWTAI TIPOTPEXOVTEG KAI BOWVTEG: «O KABUEVOG
€T TV XEPOUPRIM EUAvNOI Kai ENBE €ig TO oWoal AUAGH -
[kai «& ©@edg kaBNTaI £TTi OpGvou dyiou alTol»].

‘O ammoaTohOG Kai aUTOTITNG KAl UTToUPYOG ToU XpIoTol
Bod knpuoowv THV BaaiAeiav To0 XpioTol Aéywv:
«XPIOTOG TTOPAYEVOUEVOG APXIEPEUG TV HEAAOVTWYV
ayabiv, Ov (kai) ExovTeg apxlepéa péyav dieAnAuboTa
TOUG 0Upavoug KpaTMHeY TAS OJoAoyiag» alTod, ued’ ol
Bod kai lwavvng 6 BatmioTAg: ‘O OTTHowW Hou EpXOUEVOS
£0TIV O «apvOg Tol Ool 6 dipwv TV dpapTiav Tol
kOopou Ev.Jo.- alTtog nudg ayidoel &v rveluar (ayiw) Kai
TUpi (Kai) géoov UPQV EGTNKEY.



fire, and stood among you.”

29. [DAVID exclaims alleluia and says: “Our God will come
clearly and fire shall go before Him” (Ps 49:3). The brightness of
His evangelists has shone through the world.] For in Hebrew AL
means “He comes, He appears”; EL means “God”; and OUIA
means “praise and sing hymns” to the living God.

30. THE censer demonstrates the humanity of Christ, and the
fire, His divinity. The sweet-smelling smoke reveals the
fragrance of the Holy Spirit which precedes. For the censer
denotes sweet joy.

Again, the interior of the censer is understood as the [sanctified]
womb of the [holy] virgin [and Theotokos] who bore the divine
coal, Christ, in whom “the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily”
(Col 2:9). All together, therefore, give forth the sweet-smelling
fragrance. Or again, the interior of the censer points to the font
of holy baptism, taking into itself the coal of divine fire, the
sweetness of the operation of the Holy Spirit, which is the
adoption of divine grace through faith, and exuding a good odor.
31. THE Gospel is the coming of God, when He was seen by us:
He is no longer speaking to us as through a cloud and
indistinctly, as He did to Moses through thunder and lightning
and trumpets, by a voice, by darkness and fire on the mountain.
Nor does He appear through dreams as to the prophets, but He
appeared visibly as a true man. He was seen by us as a gentle
and peaceful king who descended quietly like rain upon the
fleece, and we have beheld His glory, glory as of the only-
begotten Son, full of grace and truth (cf Jn 1:14). Through Him,
the God and Father spoke to us face to face, and not through
riddles. From heaven the Father bears witness to Him, saying
“This is my beloved Son” (Mt 3:17), wisdom, word, and power,
who is foretold to us by the prophets. He is revealed in the
gospels, so that all who receive Him and believe in His name
might receive the power to become children of God (cf In 1:12).
We have heard and seen with our eyes that He is the wisdom and
word of God, and we all cry “Glory to You, O Lord.” And the
Holy Spirit, who was concealed in a bright cloud, now exclaims
through a man: “Attend, listen to Him.”

32. THERE are four gospels because there are four universal
winds, corresponding to the four-formed crea tures on which the
God of all sits. Holding them all together, and having been
revealed, He gave us the four-formed gospel, which is joined
together by one Spirit. And they have four faces, and their faces
represent the activity of the Son of God. For the first resembles a
lion, characterizing His activity, authority, and royalty. The
second resembles a calf, manifesting His holy work and priest-
hood. The third has the face of a man, which clearly delineates
His coming as a man. And the fourth resembles a flying eagle,
explaining the gift of the Holy Spirit. And the gospels
correspond to these four animals, on which Christ sits. For the
Gospel of John recounts His sovereign, paternal, and glorious
birth from His Father. The Gospel of Luke, being of priestly
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(29.) [TO aAnAoUia Bod AaBid Kai Aéyel «6 @e0g UGV
EuQavig fgel kai Top Evwiov alTol TTpoTTopeVTETal,
£€pavav ai aoTpatrai TV gvayyeNIoT@OV auTod Ti
oikoupévn» ]. To d& dAAnAoUIa T £BPaidl SIAAEKTW £0TiV
10 AN €pxeTal, épavn: 10 HA 6 Oedg, 10 ¢ OYIA aiveire,
UpvelTe, TOV 0vTa Oedv.

(30.) O Bupiatip deikvUel THY avBpwTroTNTA ToU XpIoTOT"
10 0P TNV B€0TNTA, O EUWBNG KATTVOG PNVUEI THV lwdiav
100 Ayiou MveluaTtog TTPOTTOPEUOEVNV: O Yap BupiaThp
EpunveveTal e0wWdETTATN UPPOTUVN.

"H méAiv i} yaoTtip 100 Bupiatnpiou vonBein av (Huiv) i
(Aylaopévn) uRTpa Tig (ayiag) rapBévou (kai BeoTokou)
@opoilioa Tov Oeiov dvBpaka XpIoTEV, «év () KATOIKET TIav
TO TTAPWHA THG BEGTNTOG CWHATIKWGY , BIO Kai THV
oounV g ebwdiag avadidwaolv e0wdIAdwy Ta cUPTIavTa-
N TaAIvV 1) yaoTtnp 100 Bupiatnpiou dnAoi Thv
KoAuuBrRBpav 1ol dyiou BamrTiopaTog: év GvBpaki Tol
Beiou TTUpOg TAG TOoU Ayiou MvelupaTog évepyeiag TV
€uwdn Tiig Beiag xdpiTog uioBeaiav dia TAG THOTEWS £AUTH
eiooikifouoa kai oI auTig euwdiddouoa.

(31.) To elayyéNidv éoTiv iy TTapouaia Tol ol kad' Rv
WPABN UiV, oUK £T1 dIA VEQEAWDV Kai QiVIYUATWY AAAGV
AUV (G TToTE T MWUGH SId vV Kai doTpaTr @V Kai
ooATTiyywv AXw Kai yvoew Kai TTupi émmi o 6poug, i Toig
TPOPATAIG O’ EVUTIViWY, AAN EuQavig wg vBpwTTog
&aAnBIvOC £pAvn kai Wpddn fuiv 6 Tpais kai fouxog
BaaiAeug 6 Tpiv KATARAG AwoPnTi £V TTOKW" «Kdi
¢0eaodpeba v d6&av alTol, 86gav wg Jovoyevols
TTAPNG XEPITog kai aAnBeiag» Ev.Jo., 8" ol éAdAncev
NUv 6 Ogdg kai Matnp oTépa TPOG oTdua Kai oU &Y’
aiviypdrwy, Tepi o0 & Matip &€ oUpavol PapTUpET Kai
Aéyel- «oUTAG £aTIv O YiGG Hou 6 dyatnTog» , cogia,
AOYoG kai dUvapig, O &v TTPOPATAIG MEV KNPUXBEIG AUiv- év
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character, begins with the priest Zachariah burning incense in
the temple. Matthew tells about His birth according to His
humanity—"the book of the genealogy.” Therefore this gospel is
in the form of a man. And Mark begins from the prophetic spirit,
which comes to men from on high, making the beginning say:
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, as it is written in
the prophets: ‘Behold, I send my messenger’ *“ (Mk 1:1-2). It thus
points to the winged image of the gospel.

33. WHEN the bishop blesses the people, it indicates the second
coming of Christ in 6,500 years, as shown by the fingers “ Scp.’

34. THE eiliton14 signifies the winding sheet in which the body
of Christ was wrapped when it was taken down from the cross
and placed in a tomb.

35. THE catechumens go out because they are uninitiated into the
baptism of God and the mysteries of Christ. About the
catechumens the Lord says: “And I have other sheep; I must
bring them also, and they will heed my voice. [So there shall be
one flock, one shepherd]” (cf In 10:16).

36. THE proskomede, which takes place on the altar located in
the skeuophylakion, signifies the place of Calvary, where Jesus
was crucified. There, it is said, lies the skull of our forefather
Adam, and it is pointed out that “there was a tomb near to where
He was crucified” (cf Jn 19:41-42). This Calvary was prefigured by
Abraham when he, commanded by God, made an altar of stone
on one of those mountains, collected wood, and placed his son
on it, and then offered a ram instead as a burnt-offering. Thus
the God and Father, Who is without be-ginning and ancient of
days, was pleased for His eternal Son to be incarnate in the last
times from the undefiled virgin Theotokos from the loins of
Adam, according to a vowed promise which He made him. And
as a man He suffered in the flesh, but in His divinity He
remained impassible. For Christ, going forth to His crucifixion,
took up His cross and offered His own blameless body instead of
a ram, as a lamb pierced in the side with a spear. And He
became a high priest, offering Himself and offered in order to
bear the sins of many. He died as a man and rose as God, and
thereby He obtained that glory [which He had] before the world
together with [His] God and Begettor (cf Hb 7:26-28).

37. BY means of the procession of the deacons and the
representation of the fans, which are in the likeness of the
seraphim, the Cherubic Hymn signifies the entrance of all the
saints and righteous ahead of the cherubic powers and the
angelic hosts, who run invisibly in advance of the great king,
Christ, who is proceeding to the mystical sacrifice, borne aloft
by material hands. Together with them comes the Holy Spirit in
the unbloody and reasonable sacrifice. The Spirit is seen
spiritually in the fire, incense, smoke, and fragrant air: for the
fire points to His divinity, and the fragrant smoke to His coming
invisibly and filling us with good fragrance through the mystical,
living, and unbloody service and sacrifice of burnt-offering. In
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addition, the spiritual powers and the choirs of angels, who have
seen His dispensation fulfilled through the cross and death of
Christ, the victory over death which has taken place, the descent
into hell and the resurrection on the third day, with us exclaim
the alleluia.

It is also in imitation of the burial of Christ, when Joseph took
down the body from the cross, wrapped it in clean linen,
anointed it with spices and ointment, carried it with Nicodemus,
and placed it in a new tomb hewn out of a rock. The altar is an
image of the holy tomb, and the divine table is the sepulchre in
which, of course, the undefiled and all-holy body was placed.
38. THE discos represents the hands of Joseph and Nicodemus,
who buried Christ. The discos on which Christ is carried is also
interpreted as the sphere of heaven, manifesting to us in
miniature the spiritual sun, Christ, and containing Him visibly in
the bread.

39. THE chalice corresponds to the vessel which received the
mixture which poured out from the bloodied, undefiled side and
from the hands and feet of Christ. Or again, the chalice
corresponds to the bowl which the Lord depicts, that is,
Wisdom; because the Son of God has mixed His blood for
drinking instead of that wine, and set it forth on His holy table,
saying to all: “Drink of my blood mixed for you for the
remission of sins and eternal life.”

40. THE cover on the discos corresponds to the cloth which was
on Christ’s head and which covered His face in the tomb.

41. THE veil, or the aer, corresponds to the stone which Joseph
placed against the tomb and which the guards of Pilate sealed.
The apostle speaks thus about the veil: “We have confidence to
enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus Christ, by the new and
living way He opened to us through the veil, that is through His
flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God”
(CfHb 10:19-21).

Thus Christ is crucified, life is buried, the tomb is secured, the
stone is sealed. In the company of the angelic powers, the
priests’ approaches, standing no longer as on earth, but attending
at the heavenly altar, before the altar of the throne of God, and
he contemplates the great, ineffable, and unsearchable mystery
of God. He gives thanks, proclaims the resurrection, and
confirms the faith in the Holy Trinity. The angel wearing white
approaches the stone of the tomb and rolls it away with his hand,
pointing with his garment and exclaiming with an awed voice
through the deacon, who proclaims the resurrection on the third
day, raising the veil and saying: “Let us stand aright”—behold,
the first day!—"Let us stand in fear”—behold, the second
day!—"Let us offer in peace”—behold, the third day! The
people proclaim thanks for the resurrection of Christ: “A mercy
of peace, a sacrifice of praise.” The priest teaches the people
about the threefold knowledge of God which he learned through
grace: “The grace of the holy and consubstantial Trinity be with
all of you.” The people together confess and pray, saying: “And
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with your spirit.” Then the priest, leading everyone into the
heavenly Jerusalem, to His holy mountain, ex-claims: “Behold,
let us lift up our hearts!” Then all declare: “We lift them up unto
the Lord!” The priest says: “Let us give thanks unto the Lord.”
[The people affirm: “It is meet and right” to send up hymns of
thanks-giving to the Holy Trinity, to have the eye of the soul
seeking the habitation of the heavenly Jerusalem.]

Then the priest goes with confidence to the throne of the grace
of God and, with a true heart and in certainty of faith, speaks to
God. He converses no longer through a cloud, as once did Moses
in the Tabernacle, but with uncovered face seeing the glory of
the Lord. He is learned in the divine knowledge of the Holy
Trinity and faith, and “one to one” he addresses God,
announcing in mystery the mysteries hidden before the ages and
from the generations, but which are now revealed to us through
the manifestation of the Son of God—(the manifestation) which
the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father,
revealed to us. God truly spoke invisibly to Moses and Moses to
God: so now the priest, standing between the two Cherubim in
the sanctuary and bowing on ac-count of the dreadful and
uncontemplable glory and bright ness of the Godhead, and
contemplating the heavenly liturgy, is initiated even into the
splendor of the life-giving Trinity—of the God and Father, Who
is eternal and unbegotten; [of the Son and Word, Who is also
without beginning, consubstantial, and begotten]; of the Holy
Spirit, Who is co-eternal of the same nature, and
proceeding—the Holy Trinity which is eternally unconfused in
its hypostases, and therefore persons, and which, by the unity of
its nature, is the indivisible and inseparable divinity, kingship,
and glory. And the priest contemplates and proclaims the thrice-
holy glorification of the seraphic powers and of the four-fold
creatures. With the over-shadowing Cherubim and the Seraphim
who cry aloud, he exclaims: “Singing the tritumphant hymn,
shouting, pro-claiming, and saying,” then “Holy, holy, holy,
Lord of Sabaoth”—this is the thrice-holy and one God of the
powers—"Hosanna in the highest, blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord.” Hosanna means “save,” who, as light,
comes in the name of the Lord.-

The spiritual salutation, pronounced by all, portrays the future
faith, love, concord, unanimity and reasonable identity of
everyone for one another through which the worthy receive
familiarity to-wards the Word of God. For the symbol of the
word is the mouth, by virtue of which almost everyone who
participates in the word as a rational being also grows together
with the first and only Word and author of every word.”

The closing of the doors of the holy church of God materially
points to the transition and to the future, after that fearful
separation and dread- ful sentence in the spiritual world, that is,
the entrance of the worthy into the bridal chamber of Christ and
the final rejection of the deceptive operation of the senses.
Further, the profession of the divine symbol of faith, which is
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made by all, prefigures the mystical thanksgiving of the future
age because of the wonderful words and ways of the providence
of the all-wise God for us, by which we are saved. By this
thanksgiving, those who offer in gratitude for the divine benefits
on their behalf constitute the worthy: but they have nothing to
give in re-turn for the boundless divine goods on their behalf."°

The fans and the deacons are in the likeness of the six-winged
Seraphim and the many-eyed Cherubim, for in this way earthly
things imitate the heavenly, transcendent, the spiritual order of
things. And to one another the four-formed creatures21
antiphonally exclaim: the first, in the likeness of a lion, cries out
“Holy”; the second, in the likeness of a calf, cries out “Holy”;
the third, in the likeness of a man, cries out “Holy”’; and the
fourth, in the likeness of an eagle, cries out “Lord of Sabaoth.”
In the three acclamations, they perceive one lordship, power, and
divinity, as the Prophet Isaiah beheld when he saw the Lord on a
lofty and exalted throne and the seraphic powers standing
around, and the house was filled with smoke from their vocie (cf
Is 6:1-4). And “One of the seraphim was sent, and he took into his
hand a coal which he had taken from the altar with a pair of
tongs” (Is 6:6)—this represents the priest who with the tongs(his
hands) holds in the holy altar the spiritual coal, Christ, Who
santifies and purifies those who receive and partake. For Christ
has entered the heavenly sanctuary not made with hands (cf Hb
9:24), and He has appeared in glory in the presence of God on our
behalf, having become a great high priest (cf Hb 6:20) who has
penetrated the heavens (cf Hb 4:14); and we have Him as an
advocate before the Father, and as the expiation for our sins (cf I
Jn 2:1-2). He gave us His holy and eternal body in ransom for all
of us, as He says: “Father, sanctify them, whom you gave me in
your name, so that they may be sanctified” (cfJn 17:11, 17, 19); and
“I desire that they may be where I am, and that they might
behold my glory, because you loved them as you loved me
before the foundation of the world” (cf Jn 17:24).

Then again the priest declares to the God and Father the
mysteries of Christ’s incarnation, His ineffable and glorious
birth from the holy Virgin Theotokos, His dwelling and life in
the world, the cross, the death, the liberation of the souls in
bondage, His holy resurrection from the dead on the third day,
His ascension into heaven, His sitting at the right hand of the
God and Father, His second and future glorious coming again to
us. And the priest expounds on the unbegotten God, that is the
God and Father, and on the womb which bore the Son before the
morning star and before the ages, as it is written: “Out of the
womb before the morning star have I be-gotten you™ (Ps 109:3).
And again the priest asks God to accomplish and bring about the
mystery of His Son—that is, that the bread and wine be changed
into the body and blood of Christ God—so that it might be
fulfilled that “Today I have begotten you” (Ps 2:7). Then the Holy
Spirit, invisibly present by the good will and volition of the
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Father, demonstrates the divine operation and, by the hand of the
priest, testifies, completes, and changes the holy gifts which are
set forth into the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord, Who
says: “For their sake I sanctify myself, that they also may be
sanctified” (Jn 17:19), so that “He who eats my flesh and drinks
my blood abides in me and I in him” (Jn 6:56). Thus becoming
eye-witnesses of the mysteries of God, partakers of eternal life,
and sharers in divine nature, let us glorify the great,
immeasurable, and unsearchable mystery of the dispensation of
Christ God, and glorifying Him let us cry: “We praise you”—the
God and Father—*“We bless you”—the Son and Word—*“We
give thanks to you”—the Holy Spirit—“O Lord our God”—the
Trinity in unity consubstantial and undivided, marvellously
possessing both the distinction of persons and the unity of the
one nature and divinity. The priest’s performing the divine
mystery while bowing down manifests that he converses
invisibly with the only God: for he sees the divine illumination,
he is made radiant by the brightness of the glory of the face of
God, and he recoils in fear and shame like Moses, who, when he
saw God in the form of fire on the mountain, trembled, turned
away, and covered his face, fearing to contemplate the glory of
God’s face.

Then comes the remembrance of those who have fallen asleep in
the God of spirits and of all flesh, Who is the Lord of both the
dead and the living, and Who rules over those in heaven, on
earth, and in the lower regions. For Christ the King is present,
and the Holy Spirit calls all the living and the dead to unity and
rest until the appearance of our God and Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ and to assemble and come before His face; because the
chains of all the souls in Hades have been loosed through the
death and resurrection of Christ. For He has been raised from the
dead, having become the first-fruit and first-born from the dead
(cf I Cor 15:20). He prepared a way for all to the resurrection from
the dead and grantedrest in eternal and blessed life to those who
have fallen asleep in the hope of His resurrection. The souls of
Christians are called together to assemble with the prophets,
apostles, and hierarchs in order to recline with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob at the mystical banquet of the Kingdom of Christ.
Thereby having come into the unity of faith and communion of
the Spirit through the dispensation of the One who died for us
and is sitting at the right hand of the Father, we are no longer on
earth but standing by the royal throne of God in heaven, where
Christ is, just as He himself says: “Righteous Father, sanctify in
your name those whom you gave me, so that where I am, they
may be with me” (cfIn 17). Therefore, receiving adoption and
becoming co-heirs with Christ through His grace, and not
through works, we have the spirit of the Son of God.
Contemplating His power and grace, the priest calls out, saying:
“Abba, heavenly Father, make us worthy to say boldly and
without condemnation:”

EXPLANATION OF THE OUR FATHER
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42. OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE
YOUR NAME: the name is that of the Son of God.

Saying “Father” points out to you of whose goods you have been
made worthy, now that you have become a son of God. Saying
“in heaven” points out your Father’s native country and home: if
you want to have God as a father, look to heaven and not to
earth. For you do not say “my Father,” but “our Father,” since
you have all men as brothers of the one Father

HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, that is, make us holy so that
You may be glorified by us. For as God is blasphemed by me, so
He is also glorified by me.

YOUR KINGDOM COME, that is, the second coming: for he
who has a good conscience boldly desires the coming of the
resurrection and the judgment.

YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN—just
as, it says, the angels do Your will, so grant that we may do it.
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD—it means the
bread which is sufficient for our nature and existence. He
removes the care for the morrow. The body of Christ is the daily
bread, and we pray that we may share in it blamelessly.

AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE
THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US, because we sin even
after baptism. We pray that He might forgive us our debts if we
do bear a grudge: for God has me as an example, and what I do
to the other, He does unto me.

AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION. We men are
weak; therefore, it does not behoove us to fall into temptation,
but rather to pray not to be overwhelmed by temptation. For he
who is overwhelmed and overcome is led into the pit of
temptation: but he who has fallen, has he prevailed?

BUT DELIVER US FROM THE EVIL ONE. He does not say
“from evil men,” for they do not wrong us, but “the Evil One.”
The all-holy and sacred invocation of the great and blessed God
(and Father) is a symbol of the subsistent and existing sonship
which has been bestowed according to the gift and grace of the
Holy Spirit. According to this adoption, when all human
distinctiveness is surpassed and covered by the visitation of
grace, they are called sons of God and they all will be saints, as
many as (through gracious acts) thenceforth have splendidly and
gloriously cleansed themselves by the divine beauty of
goodness.

43. Then the priest exclaims, saying to all: I am a man of like
passions with you, and I do not know the sins of each of you.
“Look, see, behold God!” And “God is the Holy One who abides
in the saints.” The people respond, saying: “One is holy, one is
our Lord, Jesus Christ,” with the God and Father and the Holy
Spirit. For in the past Moses sprinkled the blood of the calves
and the goats, saying to the people: “This is the blood of the
covenant of God.” But now the Christ and God has given His
own body and poured out and mixed His own blood (cf Hb 9:19
ff), that of the new covenant, saying: “This is my body and my
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blood, which is broken and poured out for the remission of sins.”
So henceforth with this understanding we eat the bread and drink
the cup, as the body and blood of God, professing the death and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be glory unto the
ages. Amen.

The confession made by all the people near the end of the
liturgy—"0One is holy,” etc.—signifies the future gathering and
unity, beyond reason and understanding, of those who have been
mystically and wisely fulfilled by God, with the hidden one of
the divine simplicity, in the incorruptibility of the spiritual age,
during which they gaze with the heavenly powers upon the light
of the invisible and ineffable glory, which is blessed, and they
become capable of becoming pure.

After this, as the conclusion, the distribution of the mysteries
takes place, which transforms into itself and makes those who
worthily participate similar to the original good by grace,
making them in no way deficient, inasmuch as it is accessible
and possible for men, so that they too may be able to be and to
be called gods by adoption through grace, because the whole
God is theirs, and nothing in them is devoid of His presence.
Partaking of the divine mysteries is called Communion because
it bestows on us unity with Christ and makes us partakers of His
Kingdom.’
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